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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an antimicrobial agent effective in preventing pickles 
from contamination or putrefaction due to bacteria such as lactic acid bacteria or bacillus 
subtilis tending to propagate in pickles, in particular nonsterilized fresh pickles, and retaining the 
gustatoriness or the like as pickles even after added thereto by using a tea leaf extract highly 
active, highly soluble to seasoning liquors and slight in coloration. 

SOLUTION: This antimicrobial agent consists of a tea leaf extract highly active, highly soluble to 
seasoning liquors and slight in coloration which is obtained by subjecting tea leaves to 
preliminary extraction with water and/or inorganic acid-contg. water followed by subjecting the 
resultant tea leaves to further extraction with at least one kind of solvent selected from water, 
ethanol, acetone, an aqueous solution of ethanol and an aqueous solution of acetone; wherein it 
is preferable that the preliminary extraction is carried out using water and/or inorganic acid- 
contg. water at 5~30 wt. times based on the tea leaves. 
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